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“JULIE STARR FAVOURED BY THE FAIRIES” *  
 

 

      Sunday Pictorial, 21 July 1957, 17b–d. 
 
Robert Johnson sold his soul to the Devil to become the Bluesman of fame. Or so it 
is claimed. In the Isle of Man, you do not need to visit the crossroads at midnight, 
nor for that matter lose your soul, but simply visit the Fairy Bridge as Julie Starr once 
did, as reported here in 1957, by the Sunday Pictorial….1 That Summer Season she 
was appearing nightly at the Douglas Bay Hotel in the New Century Room “with 
Ivor Daniels and his music,” admission five shillings and with dancing from 8–11 
pm.2 Laxey Glen Gardens reopened in July that after a refurbishment programme 
and “[i]n the ballroom after the ceremony George Peake’s trio provided music for 
dancing, at which Julie Starr—a Douglas girl well known to local musical 

                                                             
*  Originally published as Stephen Miller, “‘Julie Starr—Favoured by the Fairies’,” Kiaull 

Manninagh Jiu October (2021), [18]. 
1  Jack Bentley, “Jack Bentley on Discs,” Sunday Pictorial 21 July 1957. 
2  Anon, “[Advert] Douglas Bay Hotel,” Isle of Man Examiner Holiday News 18–24 June 1957. 
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enthusiasts—was vocalist.”3 She was in another report of the evening, “well-known 
to Island theatregoers for success in big, musical shows.”4 Those were the inevitable 
“Oklahoma” and “South Pacific,” she having been first spotted performing in 
pantomime in the Island.5 

That year Jill Adams and David Oxley, the film stars of the day, were in the 
Island, arranged by the impresario Philip Ridgeway, to judge the “Miss Isle of Man” 
contest organised by the Isle of Man Examiner.6 Ridgeway later turned up in person 
in the Island, attending Tynwald Day amongst other things, and came across Julie 
Starr.7 (He returned for August Bank holiday as well.)8 Impressed by her voice, he 
asked the Examiner to help by sending him a tape-recording of her singing. T.H. 
Coleburn and Leslie Raineri were pressed into service and recorded her live at the 
Douglas Bay Hotel singing “Around the World” and “When I fall in Love.” The first 
title was the theme song from Around the World in 80 Days (1956), the second sung 
first by Doris Day in 1952, and featured in another film, One Minute to Zero (1952). 
Starr was taken up by Jack Bentley, the show-business editor of the Sunday Mirror, 
and it was his push that led to the chance to record a demo for Columbia Records. 
Nothing appears to have come from this and Julie Starr went back to being Shirley 
Currie—still on the stage, and still singing. 
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