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“Lord Bateman” (Child 53) & (Roud 40) is a well-known and widely-distributed
English and Scottish traditional ballad. It, too, is known from the Isle of Man having
been collected by the Gill brothers on 6 August 1895,! from John Callister (1833-1912)
who farmed Ballachonelly at Jurby East.2 Taken down from him as well that day was
“The Farmer’s Daughter” and ““T'was once I loved a lady fair.”4 As regards the first
title, it is fuller A Sailor courted a Farmer’s Daughter (Roud 993), with the first lines,
“A Sailor courted a Farmer’s Daughter, | That lived convenient to the Isle of man
[sic],” and from a broadside published between 1820—40.5 The first line of the second
piece here suggests a number of songs, the words a ready commonplace opener. It is
likely connected with the group of songs known as “The False Bride” (Roud 154).
Titles such as these link a singer like Callister with a wider song community and one
that was outside of the Island itself; living then at Jurby East was no bar to him
becoming acquainted with them.
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* Originally published as Stephen Miller, “Lord Bateman,” Kiaull Manninagh Jiu May
(2019), [26]. Reproduced her with sources.
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